[Occupational exposure to asbestos and incidence of malignant mesothelioma in the Lazio region, years 2001-2009: results of the activities of the regional register].
The Lazio Regional Mesothelioma Registry records the incident cases of Malignant Mesothelioma (MM) in residents in the Region since 2001. Estimate the incidence of MM in the Lazio Region (2001-2009) and assess possible asbestos exposures. The MM cases, notified by hospitals, regional protection and workplace safety units, Italian Workers' Compensation Authority, other regions, or extracted from hospital information systems and the regional registry of causes of death, are included in the register after analysis of diagnostic procedures (CT scan, chest X-ray, pathology reports and patients' records). Possible asbestos exposure is investigated by standardized interview and thereafter defined by a panel of experts, according to RENAM guidelines. The incidence of MM of the pleura and peritoneum (per 100,000 inhabitants) for the period 2001-2009 is calculated. The incidence of MM among Lazio residents in the period 2001-2009 (600 cases) was estimated to be 1.8 among men and 0.5 among women per 100,000 inhabitants. Information on exposures was collectedfor 54% of the cases (251 men and 78 women); 72% of men (n. 179) and 9% of women (n. 7) had been occupationally exposed to asbestos. The study found that the largest number of cases with occupational exposure was among workers in the construction industry. The number of cases with unknown exposure was very high. The registry's work revealed the existence of asbestos exposure circumstances that were not sufficiently characterized,for which it is suggested that more detailed industrial hygiene investigations be performed, as well as measurement of asbestos bodies and/or fibres in lung tissue.